[A test for early detection of COPD].
Free spirometry was offered to inhibitants of Bydgoszcz who presented with chronic cough. 1072 subjects were investigated, 638 males and 433 females, mean age 54 years. Eighty percent were smokers or exsmokers. In 78.6% subjects spirometry was normal. 200 persons (18.7%) had spirometric signs of airway obstruction, 19.5% mild, 51.5% moderate and 29% severe. Mass spirometry of smokers with chronic cough is a good screenings method for detection of COPD.